
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

JUNE 11, 2015  

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, June 

11, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Richard Newton and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross 

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Police Chief: Tim Ledford 

Fire Chief: David Leath 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Austin, 

Mayor Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items: None. 

 

Approval of May 12, 2015 Called Meeting and May 14, 2015 Regular Meeting: Upon the 

motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Austin, the Board unanimously 

approved the minutes of May 12, 2015 Called Meeting and May 14, 2015 Regular Meeting. 

 

Consent Agenda: (a) Accept May Tax Collector’s Report and (b) Budget Amendment; 

Commissioner Ross asked to pull item (b).   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Austin, the Board 

unanimously approved the May Tax Collector’s Report.  (Copy filed with minutes of record.)   

 

Commissioner Ross asked what caused the need for a budget amendment.  Manager Welch said 

the mast arms at the crosswalk were more than what we had contracted to pay; the Town only 

paid $150,000.   

 

Commissioner Ross asked why the Board hadn’t received a treasurer’s report recently.  Manager 

Welch said Ms. Sergel, Finance Director, had been working on bank reconciliations.  Thousands 

of tax refund checks were being reconciled and a treasurer’s report would be in the next packet. 

 



Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously approved item (b) budget amendment. 

 

Public Hearing on #ZC15-2, Filed by Paul Sleiman of S.T.O. Partners, Requesting 

Conditional Zoning Approval for a Drive Through Facility in Downtown:  Mr. Hoard said 

the applicant had asked for the Public Hearing to be continued until July. 

 

Public Hearing on Town of Mint Hill Budget for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2016:  
Manager Welch provided the following totals per Fund: General Fund, $11,235,238; Powell Bill 

Fund $704,500; Stormwater Fund $458,590; Infrastructure Fund $50; and, Tourism Fund 

$180,500. 

  

Manager Welch said the proposed tax rate for the upcoming budget year was $.27 cents per $100 

valuation and the $10 registered motor vehicle fee would remain the same. 

 

Commissioner Ross asked about the proposed plan to shift the way sales tax was distributed 

across North Carolina.  Manager Welch said, if the plan was passed, the amount would decrease 

for Mint Hill but only in the final years.  Fortunately the population was projected to increase 

during the same time period.  He was unsure of the momentum of the legislation but would 

continue to be aware of any action taken.  Commissioner Ross asked what the current reserve 

fund amount was for the Town.  Manager Welch stated municipalities were required to keep 

roughly 8% or 1/12
th

 of the annual budget as a reserve.  He estimated the Town had four million 

or close to 40% in reserve.   

 

There being no public comments, Mayor Biggers closed the Public Hearing on Town of Mint 

Hill budget for fiscal year ending June 30, 2016. 

 

Public Comments: None. 

 

Discussion and Decision on #ZC14-14, Filed by the Town of Mint Hill, to Allow a Text 

Amendment Regarding Family Care Home Distance Separation: Mr. Hoard stated the text 

amendment was discussed at the retreat in March.  The purpose of the text amendment was to 

establish a minimum separation distance of 2,640 feet (.5 miles) between Family Care Home 

facilities and create a Family Care Home development option.  The Planning Board had given 

the Text Amendment a favorable recommendation in May. 

 

Family Care Home (SR Residential District-Table of Permitted Uses)  

*Add 7.1.13 cross reference 

Add Section 7.1.13- Establish minimum distance 

Add Family Care Home Subdivision (CD Residential District-Table of Permitted Uses) 

*Add 7.2.32 cross reference 

Add new Section 7.2.32 –Specify development shall follow subdivision requirements 

Add Family Care Home Subdivision to Section 2.4 Terms Defined in this Ordinance. 

 

Family Care Home Subdivision  A subdivision development consisting of four or more 

residential lots, subdivided in accordance with the Mint Hill Subdivision regulations, 



created for the purpose of permitting Family Care Homes in close proximity with one 

another. The development shall be owned and operated by a single entity. 

 

Upon the motion made by Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved #ZC14-14, filed by the Town of Mint Hill, to allow a Text Amendment 

Regarding Family Care Home Distance Separation. 

 

Discussion and Decision on Modifications to the Noise Ordinance:  Chief Ledford stated the 

Board had discussed the Noise Ordinance at the retreat in March.  At that time, the Board had 

been contacted by residents about the current noise ordinance.  The neighbors had stated a 

hardship was being caused by their neighbors, who were in their opinion, violating the noise 

ordinance. A new ordinance would allow for better enforcement and tougher penalties.  Chief 

Ledford stated the current ordinance was subjective which made it harder to enforce.  He stated 

the Town of Matthews used the City of Charlotte’s ordinance as a guide to enhance the way they 

dealt with noise complaints.  Chief Ledford stated Matthews had modified the Charlotte 

ordinance slightly.  He recommended the draft presented to provide a finite number as to reduce 

the subjectivity.  The equipment would need to be purchased and calibration would be required.   

 

The Board discussed at length what amplified sound meant and the decibel levels assigned (as 

suggested by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) to minimize damage to an 

individual’s hearing.  The Board discussed what would be considered a normal level and 

examples were given of noise produced from their businesses.  Chief Ledford said the noise 

would be assessed from the point where the complaint was made and/or the property line.  

Manager Welch stated the ordinance was to protect the integrity of both of the parties involved.   

The Board had many questions regarding the penalties for habitual offenders or chronic 

offenders.  The Board was concerned about the rules in place to protect the surrounding 

residents.  Attorney Bringewatt and Chief Ledford offered to modify the ordinance and bring it 

back to the Board at the next meeting.  Chief Ledford stated chronic violations had not been a 

major issue for the Town but instead had been sporadic.  Commissioner Newton wondered if the 

ordinance was necessary and Mayor Biggers stated the ordinance was to endure the police had 

the tools needed to enforce the ordinance without subjectivity.  The Chief said the City of 

Charlotte had used the ordinance since 2000 and the Town of Matthews adopted their ordinance 

in 2011.   

 

The Board agreed by consensus that Chief Ledford and the Town Attorney Kevin Bringewatt 

should explore the habitual offender criteria and present an updated draft to be considered in 

July.   

 

Appointments to the Planning Board and the Park and Recreation Committee:  Mayor 

Biggers stated Mr. Tony Long and Mr. Brad Simmons had expressed interest in being 

reappointed to the Planning Board as their terms were set to expire on June 30, 2015.  Mr. Roger 

Hendrix, the ETJ representative, also expressed interested in being recommended to 

Mecklenburg County to be reappointed to the Planning Board.  Ms. McMahon was not seeking 

re-appointment as she was moving out of Mint Hill. 

 



Upon the motion made by Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Newton, the Board 

unanimously re-appointed Mr. Tony Long and Mr. Brad Simmons to the Planning Board with 

terms expiring June 30, 2017. 

 

Upon the motion made by Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Newton, the Board 

unanimously recommended Mr. Roger Hendrix to Mecklenburg County to be re-appointed as the 

ETJ representative for the Mint Hill Planning Board with a term expiring June 30, 2017 

 

Commissioner Ross asked about the applications received.  She noted two applications were 

older than two years and one did not meet the 30 day minimum requirement based on the Board 

policy.  Mayor Biggers instructed Ms. Farrar to please update the application when she spoke 

with the applicants when they asked to be considered for appointment.  He also instructed Ms. 

Farrar to not place applications received 30 days prior to the meeting in the packets for 

consideration.   

 

Upon the motion made by Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Austin, the 

Board unanimously appointed Chapman “Chip” Todd to the Planning Board.   

 

Mayor Biggers stated Mr. Ray Thompson, Ms. Sandy Barnett and Mr. Bryan Burns had 

expressed interest in being reappointed to the Park and Recreation Committee as their terms were 

set to expire on June 30, 2015. 

 

Upon the motion made by Commissioner Ellington, seconded by Commissioner Newton, the 

Board unanimously re-appointed Mr. Ray Thompson, Ms. Sandy Barnett and Mr. Bryan Burns 

with terms expiring June 30, 2017.   

 

Consider Adopting FY16 Budget for the Town of Mint Hill:  Manager Welch offered to 

answer any questions the Board regarding the FY16 proposed Budget.  The Board had no 

questions.   

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Austin, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, the Board 

unanimously adopted the FY16 budget for the Town of Mint Hill.   

 

Mayor Biggers appreciated the hard work Manager Welch had put into the budget and said he 

had done a good job.  The Mayor thanked the department heads, too. 

 

Other Business/Council Matters: Commissioner Austin stated he had attended the Chamber of 

Commerce meeting and the Park and Recreation Committee meeting. 

 

Commissioner Ross said she had missed the May meeting because she was in New York 

attending the graduation of her son.  The Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department (MHVFD) had 

responded to 233 EMS calls and 91 Fire calls for the month of April.  The MHVFD had 

responded to 388 EMS calls and 110 Fire calls for the month of May.  She stated Movies on the 

Lawn had spectacular attendance.  Art Around the Block had standing room only crowds.  She 

reminded everyone of the Farmers Market on Saturday mornings from 9-1 at the Mint Hill 

Historical Society.  She stated the last Coffee with a Cop was very well attended and the next 



one would be July 7
th

 at 9 a.m. at Publix.   She stated Mint Hill Madness had run very well and 

the weather was beautiful.  She had attended the opening of the last section of I-485.  She said 

the Art Exhibit at Town Hall would be open from 6-7 on Saturday night June 13
th

 before June 

Tunes.  Sunday Afternoon in the Park would be held August 23, 2015 at Wilgrove Park.  She 

invited everyone to attend public information meeting about a proposed 230 acre Nature 

Preserve located at 15700 Thompson Road, on Monday, June 15, 2015 from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 

P.M. at the Mint Hill Presbyterian Church; 8528 Brief Road.   

 

Commissioner Ellington attended the Planning Board meeting and Mint Hill Madness.  He 

stated Mint Hill Madness was a very nice event and he thanked the individuals who made it all 

possible.   

 

Commissioner Newton attended Mint Hill Madness and said it was excellent.  He spoke with 

roughly 75% of the vendors and thanked them for being part of the event.   

 

Manager Welch stated he would pass along the thanks for Mint Hill Madness to Mr. Dalton 

Taylor, Ms. Sheryl Smith and the others that worked so hard to make it successful.  The 

annexation of Iron Gate, Pleasant Valley and Plantation Falls was moving forward at the 

Legislative level.   

 

Chief Ledford stated a truck had overturned on Thompson Road.  He said Police, Fire and Public 

Works were all working hard to correct the situation and open the road. 

 

Mayor Biggers stated a memorial service for Captain Glenn Richard Cook, U.S. Air Force, had 

been held at Sunset Memorial Gardens in Mint Hill on May 31, 2015.  Captain Cook had 

graduated from Garinger High School in 1963 and from the Citadel in 1967.  He was killed in 

Viet Nam, on October 21, 1969 when his O-2 Skymaster aircraft went down in battle. His 

remains were never found.  His sister, Jan Cook Bradley, stated their parents Frank and Eleanor 

had waited on him and had sent missionaries to find information about his crash that would lead 

to his remains.  Unfortunately their parents passed away before a memorial service was held.  In 

addition to his sister, Captain Cook was survived by a son born after his plane went down.  

Mayor Biggers thanked the Fire and Police Departments for their cooperation, support and 

attendance at the service.  He had received many comments about the service with more than 300 

individuals in attendance to remember Captain Cook.  Mayor Biggers stated he could have seen 

himself with the same assignments, if he had graduated two years earlier.  He expressed 

appreciation for all those who came out to honor Captain Cook. 

 

Mayor Biggers said his mom had suffered a collapsed lung.  The lung was healing although she 

was currently fighting an infection.  He thanked the Fire Department for taking good care of her.   

 

Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Ellington, 

the Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

 

         __________________________ 

Michelle Wells Farrar, CMC, Town Clerk  


